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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 The incorporation of essential material in the specification by reference to an 
unpublished U.S. application, foreign application or patent, or to a publication is 
improper. Applicant is required to amend the disclosure to include the material 
incorporated by reference, if the material is relied upon to overcome any objection, 
rejection, or other requirement imposed by the Office. The amendment must be 
accompanied by a statement executed by the applicant, or a practitioner representing 
the applicant, stating that the material being inserted is the material previously 
incorporated by reference and that the amendment contains no new matter. 37 CFR 
1.57(f). 

Claim Objections 

2 Claim 31 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper dependent 
form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is 
required to cancel the claim, or amend the claim to place the claim in proper dependent 
form, or rewrite the claim in independent form. Claim 31 limitation "a portable terminal 
according to claim 15" fails to further limit the claimed portable terminal. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3 The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Ikeda 
(US 6,934,542) (Hereafter referred to as Ikeda). 
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Ikeda teaches: 

Sending wireless signals incorporating operating status data for 
each image processing device (column 3, lines 56-63) in regard to claim 1; 

Receiving wireless signals by at least one portable terminal (column 3, lines 56- 
63) in regard to claim 1; 

Presenting status data of image processing devices at a portable terminal in the 
form of either a general system status indication or a device status indication regarding 
a particular image processing device, in accordance with a predetermined presentation 
scheme (column 4, lines 25-29) in regard to claim 1; 

A predetermined presentation scheme (call-in message) prescribes presenting 
general system status indication and automatically switching to device status indication 
regarding a particular image processing device when a predetermined event occurs in 
that particular image processing device (identification number; column 6, lines 20-31) in 
regard to claim 2; 

A predetermined presentation scheme is based on a predetermined priority 
scheme for events occurring in devices (column 5, lines 11-15; figure 10) in regard to 
claim 3; 

A predetermined presentation scheme prescribes to always present a device 
status indication regarding a particular image processing device, when in that device an 
event having a high priority occurs (column 3, lines 33-41) in regard to claim 4; 

A predetermined presentation scheme prescribes to conditionally present a 
device status indication regarding a particular image processing device, when in that 
device an event having a low priority occurs (column 7, lines 48-62) in regard to claim 5; 
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An event impeding operation of a device has a high priority (column 7, lines 33- 
47) in regard to claim 6; 

Providing operating elements on a portable terminal for enabling to select either 
a general system status indication or a device status indication regarding a particular 
image processing device (column 3, lines 56-63; figure 2) in regard to claim 8; 

General system status and device status information is presented on a portable 
terminal in one of at least two operator-selectable presentation levels including a first, 
global, level and a second, detailed, level (column 3, lines 33-41) in regard to claim 9; 

Each of presentation level has an associated presentation format (column 5, 
lines 18-24; figures 13, 14A and 14B) in regard to claim 10; 

A presentation format associated with a first presentation level includes simple 
graphical symbols (column 5, lines 18-24; figures 13, 14A and 14B) in regard to claim 
11; 

A system for monitoring an operating status of a plurality of image processing 
devices located in a proximate environment, which comprises a plurality of image 
processing devices (copy machines 106a, 106b; column 3, lines 5-8; figure 1) in regard 
to claim 15; 

At least one transmitter (communication control apparatus 101a) connected to a 
plurality of image processing devices (copy machines 106a, 106b), the transmitter being 
provided with means for sending wireless signals incorporating an operating status data 
for each image processing device (column 3, lines 35-42) in regard to claim 15; 
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A portable terminal (wireless mobile terminal 110) provided with a receiver for 
receiving wireless signals (column 3, lines 56-59; figure 3, element 304), portable 
terminal being provided with display means (column 3, lines 56-63; figure 3, element 
306) and with a presentation module (column 4, lines 23-25; figure 3 element 302) for 
presenting on the display means status data for each image processing device in the 
form of either a general system status indication or a device status indication regarding 
a particular image processing device, in accordance with a predetermined presentation 
scheme (column 3, lines 66 et seq; column 4, lines 1-5; figure 12) in regard to claim 15; 

A server (column 2, line 67; figure 1, element 104) connected to a plurality of 
image processing devices for collecting operating status data and passing operating 
status data to at least one transmitter (column 2, line 67; column 3, lines 1-12; figure 1) 
in regard to claim 16; 

Each image processing device is provided with a transmitter (figure 1, element 
101) for sending wireless signals and incorporating image processing device status data 
(column 3, lines 13-32) in regard to claim 17; 

A portable terminal is provided with means for collecting status data for all image 
processing devices (volatile memory; column 4, lines 23-25; figure 3, element 302) in 
regard to claim 17; 

Each image processing device and portable terminal are connected to a wireless 
network (column 3, lines 2-12; figure 1) in regard to claim 18; 

Signals are RF or IR signals (radio; column 3, lines 56-59) in regard to claim 19; 
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A predetermined presentation scheme prescribes presenting general system 
status indication and automatically switching to device status indication regarding a 
particular image processing device when a predetermined event occurs in that particular 
image processing device (identification number; column 6, lines 20-31) in regard to 
claim 20; 

A predetermined presentation scheme is based on a predetermined 
priority scheme for events occurring in the devices in regard to claim 21 ; 

A predetermined presentation scheme prescribes to always present a 
device status indication regarding a particular image processing device, when in that 
device an event having a high priority occurs (column 3, lines 33-41) in regard to claim 
22; 

An event impeding operation of a device has a high priority (column 7, lines 33- 
47) in regard to claim 24; 

An event hampering normal operation of a device, but not requiring 
immediate attention, has a low priority (column 7, lines 56-62) in regard to claim 25; 

A portable terminal is provided with selection means (keyboard) for selecting 
either general system status indication or a particular device status indication (column 
5, lines 10-16; figures 9, 10 and 11) in regard to claim 26; 

A presentation module (volatile memory) is connected to the selection means for 
presenting on a display of a portable terminal selected status indication (column 6, lines 
20-30; figure 10) in regard to claim 26; 
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And a presentation module is adapted to display the status information on 
a display of a portable terminal in one of at least two operator-selectable 
presentation levels, including a first, global, level and a second, detailed, 
level, each of said presentation levels having an associated presentation 
format (column 3, lines 33-41) in regard to claim 29. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4 Claims 5, 7, 12-14, 23, 27, 28 and 30 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for indicating allowability: 
Claim 5 recites, in part, "device status indication is only presented when the 
portable terminal is within a predetermined distance from the particular image 
processing device". This feature in combination with the remaining claimed structure 
avoids the prior art of record. 

Claim 7 recites, in part, "An event hampering normal operation of a device, but 
not requiring immediate attention, has a low priority". This feature in combination with 
the remaining claimed structure avoids the prior art of record. 

Claim 12 recites, in part, "presentation of device status indication in connection 
with an event having a high priority includes an audible and/or vibrational alarm". This 
feature in combination with the remaining claimed structure avoids the prior art of 
record. 
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Claim 13 recites, in part, "the portable terminal, when it presents a device status 
indication regarding a particular image processing device in connection with an event 
having a high or middle priority, prompts an operator for a response, including at least 
an acknowledgement and a command to postpone that particular status presentation to 
a predetermined later time". This feature in combination with the remaining claimed 
structure avoids the prior art of record. 

Claim 14 recites, in part, "displaying, upon request of an operator, through 
operating means on the portable terminal and in connection with an event having high 
or middle priority, service guidance information on the display of the portable terminal". 
This feature in combination with the remaining claimed structure avoids the prior art of 
record. 

Claim 23 recites, in part, "the device status indication is only displayed when the 
portable terminal is within a predetermined distance from the particular image 
processing device". This feature in combination with the remaining claimed structure 
avoids the prior art of record. 

Claim 27 recites, in part, "for displaying a marker, on the display of the terminal, 
said array being movable along said marker or vice versa, wherein the movement of the 
array or marker is substantially coinciding with the movement of the movable operating 
element and the movable operating element is so located that it perceptually at least 
partially overlaps with the display such that the array or the marker appears to be part of 
the operating element". This feature in combination with the remaining claimed 
structure avoids the prior art of record. 

Claim 28 recites, in part, "the movable operating element is a rotary ring and said 
array is circular or at least arc shaped". This feature in combination with the remaining 
claimed structure avoids the prior art of record. 
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Claim 30 recites, in part, "the portable terminal is provided with means for 
generating an audible and/or vibrational alarm". This feature in combination with the 
remaining claimed structure avoids the prior art of record. . 

It is these limitations, which are not found, taught or suggested in the prior art of 
record, and are recited in the claimed combination that makes these claims allowable 
over the prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

5 Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Douglas N. Washburn whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-2284. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday 
6:30 AM - 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John E. Barlow can be reached on (571) 272-2269. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



DNW 




